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Top-Seeded Foes
In Pac Coast Test

San Diego State’s Joel Po-
pov and Arnaud Restifo upset
co-top seeds Brandon Holt
and Peter Smith
of USC in the
129th Annual Pa-

- cific Coast Men’s
Doubles Champi-
onship at the La
Jolla Beach &
Tennis Club in
March.

Popov and
Restifo staved off six match
points to pull off the V|ctory, 9-
8,and 11-9,ina
tiebreaker. ,

The Aztecs lost -
in the next (fourth)
round.

Earlier, the un-
seeded Aztecs
ousted San Die-
go’s Jayson Blan-
do and Michael Blando, 8-0,
and Jens Sweany (Los Ange-
les) and Kwinta Krzysztof
(Santa Monica), 8-6.

“We just kept pulling each
other up and helping each oth-
er out,’”’ Restifo said about
their dramatic triumph over

Popov
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Hobbled by inju- Late Victory “I'm really proud

ry and discord and of our players,” said
humbled by win- Sa/vag e.s Coach Gene Car-
ning only five of Aztec Pride swell. “There was
twenty-four just no stopping

them.”

Carswell praised
his team’s ability to
experience and
learn from failure..

“After removing

matches, the San
Diego State men
scored a 4-2 up-
set victory over
New Mexico in the
2018 Mountain

West Champion- our lone senior for
ships . behavior issues, we
With the sur- began a campaign

to reinvent the iden-
tity of the team,” he
explained.

Aztec Raul de la
Torre played a key
role in the victory

CLOSER: Raul
de la Torre won
three-set match
for victory point.

prise, the Aztecs
avenged a 4-3
regular season
loss to the Lo-
bos .

The Aztec men
ended the season
with a 6-26 record

but salvaged pride
after an extremely

difficult campaign.  Continued on Page 4

Epic Movie Explores ‘Borg vs McEnroe’

' ing well is “all in the
P mind,” or simply to
 “just get into it.”

More crucially, he
exacted a vow from
Borg to never again
show his emotion on
court, and to take “all that rage,
fear and panic” and “load it into
By Thomas Penner [REVEUSCHE
Ah, so many ster-
“Seabiscuit” lore, alone see- ||ng tidbits of tennis wisdom

ing the greatness in a gangly wrapped in. one truly fabulous
would-be racehorse, Bergelin tennis movie.

took Borg under his wing, Many players of a particular
teaching him to play “one generation will surely recognize
point at a time” and that play-

It took the keen
eye of Swedish
Davis Cup Cap- |
tain Lennart Ber- 4
gelin to recog-
nize something
unique in the fiery and tem-
peramental young Bjorn
Borg. Like the old
cowboy horse
trainer of

Continued on Page 2
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Borg V McEnroe: Epic Movie Explores Reality of The Rivalry

Continued from Page 1

themselves in Borg,
and also in John
McEnroe. We junior
players of the 70’s
worship those halcyon
days when players
were like rock stars
with their long hair
and headbands, th e
Italian-made short
shorts, the monster
truck quads, the gold-
en tan.

Borg was a god, a
mystery, untouchable,
like David Bowie, or
Ingrid Bergman.

To this day the
mystique of Borg lin-
gers, and while “Borg
vs. McEnroe” seeks
to untangle some of
the myths surrounding
the troubled super-
star, for me it only
serves to mystify him
further. Sentimental
home-movie footage
finds Borg in his youth
hitting against a gar-
age door, repeating
over and over his leg-
endary hockey slap
shot two-handed back
-hand while his father
playfully commen-

tates: “Is ) tempts
that Davis ' d\f to pgint
Cup you’re i the
playing? F two out
Wimble- ,‘ [ * as com-
don?” ‘ plete op-
Much later posites
in Borg's — the
starry tra- Sledge-
jectory, h
standing ‘Vitas Gerulaitis’ Vsar?r:r;er
atop the Stiletto, the Gentle-

tennis world, he can-
not recall which gar-
age door it was and
refuses to play along
for a TV interview,
stalking back to his
limo.

He is a walking
enigma and, well, a
tennis-playing ma-
chine as tightly wound
as the gut strings in
his racquets. Ameri-
can nemesis McEn-
roe, on the other hand
the newcomer, the
‘Super Brat,’ routinely
leaves it all out on the
court-- all the “rage,
fear and panic” that
Borg suppresses, mi-
nus perhaps the fre-
quent f-bombs McEn-
roe hurls about like so
many piercing volleys.
While the media at-

man vs. the Rebel,
the Iceman &amp; the
Brash New Yorker —
we come to under-
stand they are much
cut from the same
anxious, nay, neurotic
strip of cloth.

“Borg vs. McEn-
roe,” a Swedish pro-
duction, then is deeply
European in its pro-
bing of character, of
human conflict and
frailty, but it is also
cinematically Invent-
ive, fluid, and even a
touch Hollywood
where the grand finale
1980 Wimbledon final
between the two stars
is concerned. The ac-
tion, the period dress-
ing, the verisimilitude
in the player’s styles —

the general filmic telling
of that sublime 5-set
match of yesteryear —
keeps us glued to our
own stadium seats,
even if we already
know the outcome.
Special props also to
superb casting! Swe-
dish actor Sverrir Gud-
nason, who plays Borg,
is such a dead ringer
you sit shaking your
head, as is Robert
Emms who plays the
party-hearty Vitas Ger-
ulaitis. That first
glimpse of Gerulaitis at
a press conference is
an absolute shocker,
because images and
impressions of those
cherished bygone days
of tennis, especially for
some of us who came
of tennis-age during
that time, are both
haunting and glorious.
So is this greatest of
tennis films.
-- Thomas Penner is an
Aztec men’s player
(1982), tennis pro, and
writer living in La Mira-
da, CA with wife Jenny
and children Lily,
James, and Milo)

Aztecs Popov and Restifo Stun Top-Seeded Foes in Pacific Coast Doubles Test

(Continued from Page 1)

Holt and Smith. “The other team was so good.
We decided to just have fun and try our best.
And it was such a fun match,” Restifo told a re-
porter. In the Round of 16, Popov and Restifo
lost to Zack Svajda and Uros Petronijevic, a

2016 All American at USD. Svajda’s father, Tom,
teaches at the Pacific Beach Tennis Club with Az-
tec Steve Adamson

In early rounds, SDSU coaches Gene Carswell
and Jeff Thomsen defeated Joshua Gearou and
Marko Mandic of Pomona-Pitzer, 8-4, but lost to
Daniel Cukierman and Tanner Smith of USC, 8-2.




May 2018

Aztec Tennis Reporter

Page 3

Where Are We Now? The Great Search (1922-2018)

Aztec Indra Erichsen
(2002-2005) has pub-
lished her first article in
Die Zeit, one of Germa-
ny’s leading newspa-
pers. Her topic, playing
golf with a new, hybrid
club. The story gets an
attractive spread in the
April, 2018 issue of Zeit
Golfen, the paper’s
glossy golf magazine.
Translated, the head-
line over Indra’s article
promises to assess a
hybrid “magic weap-
on” (zauberwaffe hy-
brid). Die Zeit’s editors
told readers that Indra,
a six-handicap golfer,
tested the new club by
playing at her home golf
club in Hamburg. A sub-
headline read: “Fruher
kam solch ein Schlager
nicht in einen Bag. Heu-
te wollten ihn auch die
besten Spieler nicht
mehr missen.” Indra’s

Professor Erichsen
Tees Off with a Hybrid!

translation: “A couple
years back nobody
liked to play with this
type of club. Today,
everybody, even the
pros, are playing with a
hybrid.”

The story, she said,
“is that no matter if you
are a high or low handi-
capper, this type of
club is a great weapon
for approaching shots,
long shots and even
chipping.”

After earning a
master’s degree in in-
ternational business
from Columbia Univer-
sity, Indra worked in
banking and hedge
fund management for
several years. Now,
Professor Erichsen
teaches business with
“a focus on finance” at
Hochschule Flenburg, a
university of applied
sciences about 90
miles north of Indra’s

i hometown of Hamburg.
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Aztec Women Collect Top Awards, Eye Strong Results in 2019

The Aztec
women’s team
compiled a 10-13
won-loss record.

“‘We took a
step forward this
season, “ said
Coach Peter Mat-
tera, “not only with more wins,
but the fact that we were in
every match, while playing an
aggressive schedule.”

The team placed its top
player on the All Mountain West
team in her fourth and final year
as a competitor for San Diego
State.

Aztec Senior Jana Buth Ger-
many won All Mountain West
honors in singles and two con-

T
] . “’ A
Buth

ference player of
the week awards.

She scored two
major upsets. Play-
ing at number one
singles, Buth de- '
feated Genevieve |
Zeidan of Cal State ~ Moinard
Fullerton, ranked 125th in the
Intercollegiate Tennis Associa-
tion, 4-6, 7-5, 6-0. She beat Ai-
wen Zhu of UNLV, ranked 53rd
in the nation and Mountain
West Player of the Year, 6-2,
6-1.

Aztec transfer Jenny Moi-
nard of France was Mountain
West Player of the Week.

In May, Aztec senior Paola
Diaz de Regules of Mexico ac-
cepted the Arthur Ashe Jr.

Sports Scholar
Award, which
honors excel-
lence in academ-
ics and athletics
and community
activism by stu-
dent-athletes of
color. Diaz de
Regules earned a 4.0 grade
point average in her final se-
mester and 3.69 average
over four years.

Looking ahead. Coach
Mattera forecast a strong ef-
fortin 2019: “We have a
good solid nucleus of our
team coming back next sea-
son, and are going to add a
couple of difference makers
to go with them.”

Diaz

SHAKING OFF SEASON’S WOES, AZTEC MEN UPSET LOBOS, 4-2

Continued from Page 1

over New Mexico, winning
matches at #2 doubles and #6
singles. His three-set singles
triumph clinched the match for
the Aztecs and sent his father,
Raul Senior, dancing and grin-
ning in glee along the side-
lines.

The Aztecs won the dou-
bles point when the top
Aztec pair, Sander Gjo-
els-Andersen, a junior
and Rafael Gonzalez
Almazan , a sopho-
more, scored a 7-5 vic-
tory over Lobos Bart
Van Leijsen and Jorge
Escutia.

In a second winning
appearance, Gonzalez

Almazan defeated Lobo yv1cTO

Stepan Holis, 6-2, 2-6, 6-4.
Aztec Arnaud Restifo, a
sophomore, rallied from a set
down to defeat Lobo Ricky
Hernandez-Tong, 5-7, 6-3, 6-2.
A wrist injury sidelined Az-
tec sophomore Joel Popov,
also a factor in 2018 results..
“This group fought their way
through those tough mo-

RY REACH: Rafael Gonzalez Almazan

ments,” Carswell said, “they
learned to be better competi-
tors and took pride in being
Aztecs.”

Aztec Restifo won All
Mountain West honors in sin-
gles, Gjoes-Anderson and
Gonzalez Almazan won Moun-
tain West honors in doubles.

One other bright result: In
late February, the Az-
tecs upset the 28th
ranked USD Toreros, 4-
524 3. on their home courts

2\ at USD.

Aztec freshman Igna-
cio Martinez (nicknamed
“nacho” by his team-
mates), trailed 5-4 in the
final set, yet won the de-
ciding match at #6 sin-
gles, 4-6, 6-2, 7-5.
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