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SDSU leads Mountain West W|th 8 Aztec Men on All-25-Year Team

SAN DIEGO - In April, the Dickhardt (2004-07) was
Mountain West Conference named All-Mountain West in sin-
made a surprising announce- gles, Academic All-Mountain
ment. Behind the scenes, as the West and a Mountain West
spring tennis season was draw- Scholar Athlete in each of his
ing to a close in Las Vegas, the four seasons on The Mesa.
league chose to honor its best Dickhardt got off to an early start
men’s players from its first 25 by winning Mountain West
years of competition. Freshman of the Year in 2004

San Diego State led the ’ and went out on top as Mountain
conference with eight men, five THORSTEN BERTSCH  West Player of the Year in 2007.

singles players and three dou- He matched a school record in
bles pairings. The Aztecs who won the honor 2007 by winning conference player of the week
in singles are Thorsten Bertsch, Markus Dick- honors four times in a season to go with one

hardt, Freddy Gelbrich, Oliver Maiberger and each in 2005 and 2006. Dickhardt joined Felix
Alex Waske. San Diego State had Hardt as the only Aztecs to be
three of the conference's five dou- = named CSC Academic All-District
bles teams. The doubles honorees when he accomplished the feat in
are Markus Dickhardt/Christian 2007. He ranks fourth in career
Groh, Oliver Maiberger/Ryan Re- victories at 82, sixth in career win-
dondo and Markus Dickhardt/ ning percentage at 69.5% and his
Benedikt Stronk. 2007 campaign is ninth with 26
wins. Dickhardt also finds himself
third in career doubles wins at 71.

Thorsten Bertsch (2012-15)
earned All-Mountain West honors
in both singles and doubles for The 2015 Mountain West Play-
three stralght seasons between FREDDY GELBRICH er of the Year, Freddy Gelbrich

S 2012 and (2012, 14-16) was all-conference in
2014. Bertsch is one of both singles and doubles that season and fol-
just two Aztecs to win lowed it up by earning
conference player of the  All-Mountain West
week honors in four dif- Singles accolades
ferent seasons as he again the following
brought home the award  season. Off the court,
three times in 2013 and Gelbrich was named
once each in 2012, 2014  Academic All-
and 2015. Off the court, Mountain West in
Bertsch earned Academ-  both 2015 and 2016.
ic All-Conference acco- He remains the only

lades in 2015. He ranks Aztec in the last dec- HENDRIK JEBENS
tenth in school history ade to win Confer-

Markus Dickhardt With 68 career singles ence Player of the
victories. Week three times in a season, doing so in 2015

and earning his fourth career award in 2016. Gel-
A true Aztec star on and off the court, Markus brich and Hendrik Jebens rank third in career
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doubles wins with 32 and
eighth in singles season dou-
bles wins at 19. Gelbrich's ca-
reer individual doubles marks
are among the best in school
history with 50 wins (ninth) and
a 66.7% winning percentage
(seventh). Jebens was not in-
cluded in the Mountain West
ranking but has earned praise
for his post-graduate profes-
sional career. He reached the
2024 Wimbledon men’s dou-
bles quarterfinals.

Oliver Maiberger (2000-03) is the on-
ly men's tennis player in the Aztec Hall of
Fame and is likely the greatest men's
tennis player in school history. He was
an All-American for singles three years in
a row from 2001 to 2003 and was an All-
American
in doubles
as well in
2002 and
2003. Mai-
berger
went from
the ITA
Regional
Player to
Watch in
2001 to
the ITA
Regional
Senior

Player of

the Year in
2003. He earned conference player of
the year honors in each of his final three
seasons on The Mesa. In addition to
earning All-Mountain West accolades in
singles in all four seasons and doubles
honors from 2001-03, Maiberger was al-
so named Academic All-Mountain West
in each of his four seasons. He led the
team in singles and doubles wins in all
four seasons and set a school record
with 12 Mountain West Player of the
Week awards over that time. Maiberger
holds school records for singles in career

RYAN REDONDO
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wins (111), career winning percentage
(79.9%) the top two single season winning
percentages (89.3% & 84.4%). He also
@ made the NCAA Championships as an

4 individual in each of his seasons.
| Maiberger and Redondo (2002-03)
were named All-Americans and All-
= Mountain West in both seasons they
“ played together. The duo's 59 wins to-
gether is 23 ahead of the next best Aztec
doubles team. The pair places sixth all
time in winning percentage (minimum. 20

OLIVER MAIBERGER decisions) at 77.6% and holds two of the

top three winningest seasons in school
history with 31 and
28.

Alex Waske (1998-
2000) was only in the
Mountain West for his
final season, 2000.
That year, he was the
first player in school
history to be named
an All-American for
singles in addition to being the first Aztec to win
Mountain West Player of the Year in the confer-
ence's inaugural season. Waske was All-Mountain
West for singles, doubles and academics that sea-
son, earning three player of the week awards. He
ranks second in career winning percentage at
79.3% and competed in the NCAA Championships
in each of his three seasons as an Aztec.
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ALEX WASKE

Dickhardt and Groh (2005-07) were named All-
Mountain West for doubles in 2007, when the pair
led the team with 14 victories.

CHRISTIAN GROH
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Dickhardt and Stronk (2005-06) earned All-American
and all-conference honors in 2006 for leading the team
with 16 wins, the tenth most wins in a season in school
history. The combo has the eighth best winning percent-
age in school history at 77.3%.

The Aztec teammates were chosen from SDSU ath-
letic department tennis files researched for Jaime McCo-
neghy, Senior Associate Athletic Director .

The Mountain West Conference “did a ten-year one
back in 2010, or whatever it would’ve been. They debated
about doing a 20-year team, but they decided that it would
be too close to the 25-year team,” McConeghy said. “So,
BENEDICT STRONK, MARKUS DICKHARDT they waited until this year to do it. Every sport that Moun-
tain West recognizes, they do the 25-year team.”

Mountain West All-25-Year Men's Tennis Team
SINGLES

1. Shannon Buck, Air Force
2. Tyler McClung, Air Force
3. Andy Bettles, Boise State
4. Kyle Butters, Boise State
5. Zdenek Derkas, Fresno State
6. Moez Chargui, Nevada
7. Victor Ouvrard, Nevada
8. Matt Amgwerd, New Mexico
9. Arda Azkara, New Mexico
10. Divan Coetzee, New Mexico
11. Johnny Parkes, New Mexico
12. Thorsten Bertsch, San Diego State
13. Markus Dickhardt, San Diego State
14. Freddy Gelbrich, San Diego State
15. Oliver Maiberger, San Diego State
16. Alex Waske, San Diego State
17. Jakob Amilon, UNLV
18. Medhi Bouras, UNLV
19. Christopher Bulus, UNLV
20. Alexandr Cozbinov, UNLV
21. Henner Nehles, UNLV
22. Thomas Schneiter, UNLV
23. Elliot Wronski, UNLV
24. Zack Ganger, Utah
25. Jaime Barajas, Utah State

DOUBLES
1. Ryan Stotland/David Kowalski, New Mexico

2. Markus Dickhardt/Christian Groh, SDSU
3. Oliver Maiberger/Ryan Redondo, SDSU

4. Benedikt Stronk/Markus Dickhardt, SDSU
5. Rafael Abreu/Jordan Freitas, TCU
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State tennis. Neither the university nor its athletic department is responsible for its content. This is the 83rd

issue.
Paul Bunter John Martin
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